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comparative view of the education systems of all the member countries 
of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) . 
The purpose of this work is to assist OECD member countries in the 
development of their educational statistics so that published 
national data can be readily converted on the basis of a standardized 
system, in this context, the OECD Council has indorsed this present 
volume "as a suitable framework for the compilation of comparable 
educational statistics." in order to facilitate the use of the 
conversion key for the comparisons of the three educational systems 
included in this work, definitions of terms used in the OECD 
classification are listed in the first section. This section is 
followed by a series of charts for Finland, Germany and Japan, each 
with the following identical headings: 1) Type of Education or 
Institution; 2) Length of Study; 3) Entrance Requirements; 4) 
Certificate; 5) Full/Part Time; 6) Other Information; 7) OECD 
Classifications for Type of Education; and 8) OECD Classification for 
years of study. Data has been collected and arranged according to 
these headings. A bibliography is also included for each of the three 
nations. (FDI) 
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The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development {OECD) was set up under a Convention 
signed in Paris on Nth December, 1960, which provides 
that the OECD shall promote policies designed; 

— to achieve the highest sustainable economic growth 
and employment and a rising standard of living in 
Member countries, while maintaining financial sta- 
bility, and thus to contribute to the development of 
the world economy; 

— to contribute to sound economic expansion in 
Member as well as non-member countries in the 
process of economic development; 

— to contribute to the expansion of world trade on a 
multilateral, non-discriminatory basis in accordance 
with international obligations. 

The Members of OECD are Australia , Austria , Bel- 
gium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, the Federal 
RepuLUc of Germany, Greece, Iceland, Irelatid, Italy, 
JafKin, Luxembourg , the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Kingdotn 
and the United States. 
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INTRODUCTION 



The present volume is one of a series intended to provide a com- 
parative view of the education systems of all OECD Member countries. 

It is a complement to the earlier OECD "handbook" for educational 
planners: Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Planning which 
was published in 1967; one of the conclusions of which was the need to 
establish a "conversion key for all OECD Member countries so that 
published national data can be readily converted on the basis of the 
standardized system" as proposed in the above publication*. 

The purpose of both the "handbook" and this classification is to 
assist OECD Member countries in the development of their education- 
al statistics and to provide a basis for the collection of internationally 
comparable statistics. 

In fact, although education is first and foremost a national concern, 
the problems experienced in the development of educational systems 
are often similar in a number of countries. For this reason, it may 
be useful to compare different countries' solutions to specific problems. 
But for such comparisons to be valid, they must be based on common 
terms of reference; the statistics must, insofar as possible, have the 
same meaning in the various countries concerned. 

For the statistics published by national authorities to be used as a 
basis for inter-country comparisons, a classification system and a set 
of definitions must be adopted which are acceptable and applicable to 
all the countries interested in making such comparisons. 

Efforts have been made in various OECD studies to publish statis- 
tics on as comparable a basis as possible; no classification of educa- 
tion systems in their entirety has yet been established. The prepara- 
tion of such a classification for OECD Member countries was included 
in the programme of the Committee for Scientific and Technical Personnel 
which has recently been replaced by the Education Committee. 

* This publication was endorsed by the OECD Council "as a suitable framework 
for the compilation of comparable educational statistics". 








The "handbook provides the basic analytical framework and rationale 
for the classification; the present study shows in detail how the different 
parts of each country r s education system are related to the reference 
frame in the "handbook". It is intended to be a guide to anyone who 
wishes to compare or understand the structure of the education system 
in OECD Member countries. 

To establish a conversion key for the different countries, we have 
to start with the national classification of each country; in principle, 
only those types of education or institutions which are explicitly treated 
in national statistics are included. The degree of detail in published 
statistics varies enormously from country to country, and this explains 
the divergence in the size of the entry for different countries in these 
volumes. Where appropriate, and when the information was available, 
other types of education have also been mentioned. 

The next step was to compile maximum information on these differ- 
ent types of education so as to assess them qualitatively. The evaluation 
criteria included length of studies, admission requirements (i. e. previous 
schooling), qualifications conferred and the possibility of transfer to 
other types of education, organisation of studies on a full-time or on a 
part-time basis, and any other information of possible interest to poten- 
tial readers. 

On the basis of this information, each type of education or institution 
has been reclassified under the OECD system, both from the standpoint 
of standardized designation and in terms of its position on the education- 
al ladder by year of study. 

Since education is now being extensively reorganised in many coun- 
tries, the present study attempts to present the existing situation but 
also to give an indication of changes which have occurred during the 
past ten years. 

While the present classification is valid for the situation at the date 
mentioned for each country, it may no longer hold for the new education- 
al structures and concepts towards which some countries are already 
moving: for example, the discontinuance of the notion of levels and 
grades, continuing or recurrent education, etc. These changes will be 
taken into account in future revisions of this classification. 

Since educational statistics in most countries are still cast in a 
national mould which reflects traditional administrative needs, it is 
hoped that this conversion key may help to promote a better mutual 
understanding of the systems in the different countries, permit the 
compilation and presentation of comparable statistics and enable each 
country to identify easily what is covered by each aggregate presented 
in a particular study. 
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This classification was prepared for all OECD Member countries 
by the Directorate for Scientific Affairs of the OECD Secretariat on the 
basis of available information and was subsequently submitted to the 
appropriate national authorities for verification and approval. Respon- 
sibility for the work in the Secretariat was with Monique Solliliage of 
the Educational Investment and Development Division, assisted by 
Randolph Quenum , James Steel and Arne Isachsen. 



DEFINITION OF TERMS 
USED IN THE OECD CLASSIFICATION* * 



This is a classification by type of education and not by institution 
providing education* In fact, pupils of the same institution may, de- 
pending on the section or options chosen, take a general or vocational 
course, a course preparing them for higher studies, or a terminal 
course. Only the different types of education are suitable for intcr- 
country comparison. A case in point is that of the universities: as 
educational institutions they may provide, in addition to courses lead- 
ing to the officially recognised first university degree, courses of 
shorter duration leading to qualifications below first-degree level and 
comparable to those awarded by higher education institutions not having 
university status. Conversely, non-university institutions may award 
the equivalent of a university degree. 

Pre-primary 

Non-compulsory education preceding entrance into primary educa- 
tion. 

Primary 

Compulsory general education for all pupils. In systems providing 
a comprehensive-type education for all pupils which covers all or part 
of their compulsory schooling, only those years in which there is no 
differentiation (in the form of subject options) have been regarded as 
primary education. 

General secondary 

Education which is not direct preparation for an occupation. 
Technical secondary 

Education designed as direct preparation for an occupation or trade. 



* For further details of this classification, the reader is referred to Chapter IX of 
Methods and Statistical Needs for Educational Plannin g, OECD, 1967. 



Secondary (a) 



General or technical education offers pupils, upon completion, a 
relatively good chance of continuing their studies in a higher education 
establishment. 

Secondary (b) 

General or technical education, after which pupils have little chance 
of continuing to higher education. 

This separation of secondary education into types (a) and (b) seems 
preferable to the frequently-used division into lower and upper levels 
or 1st and 2nd cycles because in more and more cases the lower level 
is common to all pupils (although sometimes composed of different 
sections) and only at the end of this period do pupils receive final guid- 
ance and make definitive choice concerning their future schooling. 

Teacher training 

Preparatory training for the teaching profession. 

Non- university type higher education* 

Higher education leading to a specific qualification, often occupation- 
al and, unlike the first university degree, generally not offering the 
possibility of pursuing doctorate or other post-graduate studies. 

University type higher education* 

The length of the different types of education varies from country 
to country. It was therefore considered advisable to specify the cor- 
responding years of study in the educational scale so as to permit any 
regrouping necessary for inter-country comparisons. 



* Where it has not been possible to make the distinction between non -university 
higher education and university higher education as defined here, the level of the degree 
awarded at the end of the different types of studies has been specified; below first -degree 
level, intermediate diploma (usually preparatory to first degree), first or basic degree, 
higher degree (above first degree), doctorate. 
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FINLAND 

(June 1971) 



Compulsory schooling: 9 years, from the age of 7 to 16 
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GERMANY 

(May 1971) 



Compulsory schooling from the age of 6 to 18 
Full-time compulsory education ends after the 9th year in school 
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JAPAN 

(May 1971) 



Compulsory schooling: 9 years, from the age of 6 to 15 
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